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Secondly, States and local governments 
must put money into the program, which 
would lock in the Head Start money for Head 
Start. So, in other words, the flexibility given 
to the State would not allow the States budg-
et flexibility. It’s management flexibility to be 
able to take the Head Start program, dovetail 
into the preschool program, then the kinder-
garten program, and then into the elemen-
tary school program. 

Governors ought to have that flexibility 
to—hope that Congress will provide that 
flexibility so that when the accountability sys-
tems kick in, fully kick in, that a Governor 
can truthfully say, ‘‘Well, I’ve had the tools 
necessary to make sure the Head Start pro-
gram fits into an overall comprehensive plan 
for literacy and math for every child in the 
State of Maryland,’’ in Governor Ehrlich’s 
case. 

This is a very important initiative I’m talk-
ing about. It is—it seems like to me a fan-
tastic opportunity for the country to make 
sure that the desires of this country are met, 
and that is every child become a good reader. 
If reading is the new civil right and human 
dignity and freedom is what this country is 
all about, let’s make sure every child learns 
to read. 

So I want to thank you for giving me a 
chance to come today. We know what works. 
We’ve got the pros and the experts that have 
laid out a curriculum that will help us achieve 
a goal. We’ve got a million kids anxious to 
learn, showing up on a daily basis at Head 
Start programs all across the country. We’ve 
got teachers who want to teach. We’re writ-
ing the checks for the local governments and 
the local Head Start programs. Let’s combine 
it all into a comprehensive strategy that will 
allow us all to say, ‘‘We have done our duty 
for future generations of children by laying 
the most important foundation of all, and that 
is the ability for each child to learn to read.’’ 
I know it can happen. There’s no doubt in 
my mind. 

I want to thank those of you who are work-
ing on the frontlines of education. I appre-
ciate your willingness to accept a new mission 
to be incorporated with the old mission. And 
I appreciate your willingness to work hard, 
to see to it that not one single child in Amer-
ica is left behind. 

May God bless your work. And may God 
continue to bless America. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. at the Head 
Start Center. In his remarks, he referred to Windy 
M. Hill, associate commissioner, Head Start Bu-
reau, Administration for Children and Families, 
Department of Health and Human Services; 
Andre J. Hornsby, chief executive officer, Prince 
George’s County Public Schools; Guylaine Rich-
ard, program supervisor, and Tonya Riggins, act-
ing assistant program supervisor, Head Start, 
Prince George’s County Public Schools; and G. 
Reid Lyon, branch chief, Child Development and 
Behavior, National Institute of Child Health and 
Human Development, National Institutes of 
Health. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Transmitting 
Emergency Supplemental 
Appropriations Requests 
July 7, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
I ask the Congress to consider expedi-

tiously the enclosed requests, totaling $1.9 
billion, for emergency FY 2003 supplemental 
appropriations. I hereby designate the spe-
cific proposals in the amounts requested 
herein as emergency requirements. 

The details of these requests are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush

Exchange With Reporters in 
Dakar, Senegal 
July 8, 2003

Liberia 
Q. Can we ask you about Liberia, sir? 
The President. We had a good discussion 

about Liberia. 
Q. Have you made a decision? 
The President. The President of Ghana 

is the leader of ECOWAS. I told him we’d 
participate with ECOWAS. We’re now in the 
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process to determine the extent of our par-
ticipation. And I really appreciate the Presi-
dent’s leadership on this issue. Charles Tay-
lor must leave. The United Nations is going 
to be involved. The United States will work 
with ECOWAS. The leaders of ECOWAS 
were at the table, all of whom are concerned 
about Liberia, as are we, and are concerned 
about a peaceful western Africa. 

Q. Does that mean you’ll send troops? 
The President. We’re in the process of 

determining what is necessary to maintain 
the cease-fire and to allow for a peaceful 
transfer of power. We’re working very closely 
with ECOWAS. The President of ECOWAS 
is with us today, the President of Ghana. He 
and I had a good discussion. I assured him 
we’ll participate in the process. And we’re 
now in the process of determining what that 
means. 

Q. Do you have to wait until Mr. Taylor 
is gone? 

The President. We’re in the process of 
determining what that means. 

NOTE: The exchange began at 9:48 a.m. at the 
Presidential Palace. In his remarks, the President 
referred to President John Agyekum Kufuor of 
Ghana; and President Charles Taylor of Liberia. 
A tape was not available for verification of the 
content of this exchange.

Remarks at Goree Island, Senegal 

July 8, 2003

Mr. President and Madam First Lady, dis-
tinguished guests and residents of Goree Is-
land, citizens of Senegal, I’m honored to 
begin my visit to Africa in your beautiful 
country. 

For hundreds of years on this island, peo-
ples of different continents met in fear and 
cruelty. Today we gather in respect and 
friendship, mindful of past wrongs and dedi-
cated to the advance of human liberty. 

At this place, liberty and life were stolen 
and sold. Human beings were delivered and 
sorted and weighed and branded with the 
marks of commercial enterprises and loaded 
as cargo on a voyage without return. One of 
the largest migrations of history was also one 
of the greatest crimes of history. 

Below the decks, the Middle Passage was 
a hot, narrow, sunless nightmare, weeks and 
months of confinement and abuse and confu-
sion on a strange and lonely sea. Some re-
fused to eat, preferring death to any future 
their captors might prepare for them. Some 
who were sick were thrown over the side. 
Some rose up in violent rebellion, delivering 
the closest thing to justice on a slave ship. 
Many acts of defiance and bravery are re-
corded; countless others, we will never know. 

Those who lived to see land again were 
displayed, examined, and sold at auctions 
across nations in the Western Hemisphere. 
They entered societies indifferent to their an-
guish and made prosperous by their unpaid 
labor. There was a time in my country’s his-
tory when one in every seven human beings 
was the property of another. In law, they 
were regarded only as articles of commerce, 
having no right to travel or to marry or to 
own possessions. Because families were often 
separated, many were denied even the com-
fort of suffering together. 

For 250 years, the captives endured an as-
sault on their culture and their dignity. The 
spirit of Africans in America did not break; 
yet, the spirit of their captors was corrupted. 
Small men took on the powers and airs of 
tyrants and masters. Years of unpunished 
brutality and bullying and rape produced a 
dullness and hardness of conscience. Chris-
tian men and women became blind to the 
clearest commands of their faith and added 
hypocrisy to injustice. A republic founded on 
equality for all became a prison for millions. 
And yet in the words of the African proverb, 
‘‘No fist is big enough to hide the sky.’’ All 
the generations of oppression under the laws 
of man could not crush the hope of freedom 
and defeat the purposes of God. 

In America, enslaved Africans learned the 
story of the Exodus from Egypt and set their 
own hearts on a promised land of freedom. 
Enslaved Africans discovered a suffering Sav-
iour and found He was more like themselves 
than their masters. Enslaved Africans heard 
the ringing promises of the Declaration of 
Independence and asked the self-evident 
question, ‘‘Then why not me?’’

In the year of America’s founding, a man 
named Olaudah Equiano was taken in bond-
age to the New World. He witnessed all of 
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